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Text auf gabe fur das 1./2. Abiturfach

1.) Textvorl age: Sach- und GCebrauchstext, Aufgabenart A2 (analytisch-
interpretierende Textaufgabe nit anwendungs -/ pr oduk-
tionsorientierter Aufgabenstellung)

2.) Fundstelle des Textes: International Herald Tribune, January 29, 1998 (zitiert
nach: Sanmm ung Lensing |1, Text 564)
3.) Wortzahl: 752
4.) Verfasser: St ephen Ki nzer
Titel: For Indians, English Is a Language, a Legacy and a Poli -

ti cal Football

For Indians, English is a Language, a Legacy and a Political Foot bal

BY STEPHEN KINZER

New York Times Service

MADRAS, India - In India, the English |language is: (a) one of the few things that
bi nd the nation together and connect it to the wider world, or (b) an oppressive le-

gacy of colonialismthat robs people of their native heritage and identity.

The i ssue has been argued since India won its independence fromBritain 50 years ago.
But debate has become especially enotional in the current national election canpaign,
with promnent nenbers of the governing coalition urging that English no |onger be
used for the conduct of government business or as a | anguage of instruction in public
school s.

Last nonth, Defense Mnister Ml ayam Singh Yadav vowed in a speech here that he and

his followers "will not rest until English is driven out of the country"

"English should not dominate this country's linguistic map," he said. "W've had
enough of |eaders who ask for votes in their nother tongues but spend their parlia-
mentary tenures speaking in English."

Def enders of English point out that the | anguage played a key role in the devel opnent
of nodern Indian nationalism and some suggest that the campaign against it nerely
diverts attention fromnore pressing social problens.
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Ei ght hundred |anguages and dialects are spoken in India. Many of the 18 official
| anguages, ranging from Udu in the north to Kannada in the south, have little or
not hing i n conmon.

According to the governnment, 45 percent of the popul ace speaks Hi ndi, the nost w dely
used | anguage. Less than 5 percent speak English, but they include nearly all of the
educated elite.

Sone of English's detractors advocate Hi ndi as an alternative. But Hindi faces poli-
tical and cultural obstacles because it is associated with the poorer northern
regions of India as well as with the Hindu religion. In large regions of the country,
al rost no one speaks Hindi, and people there fear that they would be at a disad-

vantage if Hindi had a preferred position in public life.

Today, when |ndians choose to learn a second |anguage, it is nearly always English,
not a second |ocal one. The nunber of English-speaking schools is steadily increas-

ing, especially in the nore literate and prosperous parts of the country.

One news conmmentator who supports curbs on English, Ashwin Mhesh, has urged that
Engli sh be taught only "as a special skill for those who care to acquire it". To do
ot herwi se, he warned, would be to "throw away the literary traditions that espouse
and glorify who we are".

The newly passionate debate over |anguage also reflects the fragnentation of Indian
politics. Parties with national appeal are losing ground to snaller ones based on re-

Iigion, caste and region.

This has | ed sonme politicians to conclude that there are votes to be won by attacking
Engl i sh.

Over the last few years, regional parties that have come to power in several states
have changed the names of sonme of India's best-known cities. Madras, where M. Yadav
made his speech, is now officially Chennai. The city long known as Bonmbay is now of -
ficially Minbai .

In this year's canpaign, calls for the suppression of English are also oblique
attacks on Sonia Gandhi, the Italian-born widow of the late Prine Mnister Rajiv
Gandhi. Ms. Gandhi recently plunged into national politics with a speech in English,
and her rivals are seeking to highlight the fact that she has not fully mastered any
of India's native tongues.

Def enders of English say it is a vital tool in the nodern world.

"There is no denying that English was introduced in India as a tool of inperial-

ism" the essayist Anmberish Diwanji wote recently. "Yet it was Britain's gift to In-
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dia, uniting the country as little else had, bringing in the ideas of the Enlighten-

ment and Renai ssance to India and helping the birth of nodern Indian nationalism It

was the | anguage our | eaders debated in when fighting for freedom™

M. Diwanji called English "the nost potent weapon of India's growing mddle class to

nmeet their rising expectations," but added:

"The English-speaking elite are an incredibly selfish lot, aggrandizing their power

at the cost of their poor brethren, which is why nillions of deprived persons despise

the use of English."

"There exists a glass ceiling in speaking English for rising to top positions in In-

dia, which is a despicable attitude of the urban elite.

Is it any wonder that Mul ayam

and other English-baiters invariably receive a rousing reception every tine they

threaten to throw out English?"

ANNOTATI ONS

The present text is an unabridged article by Stephen Kinzer, published in the Inter-

national Herald Tribune, January 29, 1998.

appeal (I. 36): quality that nakes you
Ii ke soneone or sonething, be inter-
ested in them or want them

Enlightennent (Il. 52 f.): period in
the eighteenth century when many
witers and scientists believed that
sci ence and know edge, not religion,
coul d i nmprove people's lives

(to) aggrandize (. 57): (fm.) to in-

GUI DELI NES FOR ANALYSI S

crease the power, rank, wealth, etc.
of sonet hi ng

glass ceiling (I. 60): imaginary limt
that allows people to see their ains
but prevents them from achieving
t hem

English-baiter (I. 62): person who
tries intentionally to make speakers
and supporters of English angry

(1) Wiich argunents for and against the use of the English |language in India are
nmentioned in the present text? (Conprehension)
(2) Do you think Stephen Kinzer envisages |Indian people as his readers? Analyse his

i ngui stic choices. (Analysis)

(3) Wite a letter to the editor of a quality newspaper, dealing with the increasing
use of "Denglish", i.e. the increasing use of English (loan)words in the Gernan
| anguage. (Eval uation/ Re-creation of Text)

Erlaubtes Hilfsmittel: A S. Hornby, The Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary of

Current English (London, ®1995)
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